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States.  This separation will define the areas of influence.  With the exception of its access to the 

U.S. trade bloc, China’s access to markets will remain unchanged.   China has direct connectivity 

to Asian and Russian markets.  It also connects to European markets through the Suez Canal.  

Additionally, the potential for two new trade routes, a new Silk Road overland and an Arctic 

Ocean trade route, exists.56  To aid the acceptance process, the United States should coordinate 

an accord between the United States, Russia, and China that allows Chinese access to Arctic 

trade routes through the Bering Strait if the goods are bound for markets outside the U.S. trade 

bloc.  With direct confrontation undesirable and alternatives to confrontation available, China 

will adapt to the existence of a U.S. bloc.  Regional powers within the area, however, may also 

pushback. 

Pushback from Aspiring Regional Powers 

Although aspiring regional powers within the U.S. area of influence may resist its 

creation, the power differential between the United States and the regional powers should compel 

their acceptance of it.  Brazil and Venezuela may provide pushback, but each of these states is 

weak economically and militarily when compared to the United States.57  Access to the United 

States market, particularly as China withdraws from the hemisphere, should compel cooperation.  

Further, the economy of each of these states relies on petroleum exports.  As an energy exporter, 

the United States will have significant influence over the price of energy commodities, and 

subsequently over the economic prowess of Brazil and Venezuela.  A comparable power 

difference exists in in the military domain. 

The strategic locations the United States must use to establish its area of influence will 

allow it to threaten trade routes and industrial facilities within trade bloc.  Neither Brazil nor 

Venezuela has the ability to counter United States military capabilities.  China is not expected to 
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be capable of projecting forces into the eastern Pacific Ocean or central Atlantic Ocean against 

U.S. resistance nor should its interests compel extra regional intervention.  Unlike in the Asian 

case, the vast power differential and the absence of assistance from a peer competitor of the 

United States should make any balancing effort by Brazil and Venezuela ineffective.  The 

rational choice will be to partner or bandwagon with the United States and accept the benefits of 

cooperation. 

Conclusion 

Even without a globally dominant military, the unique geo-strategic position of the 

United States provides advantages in a mercantilist environment.  Establishing a trade bloc, the 

United States can achieve ends consistent with its traditional interests: a well-defended 

homeland, suitable access to natural resources and markets, and freedom of action in the U.S. 

area of influence.  The United States can accomplish this by building robustness into national 

systems that will ensure economic and military security, establishing and maintaining an area of 

influence, and exercising control over the area of influence by managing access to natural 

resources and trade routes.  While the United States can expect pushback to the strategy, 

economic and military mitigation avenues exist that should create acceptance of the area of 

influence.   
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Notes 
 

1. G.  John Ikenberry, “A World of Our Making,” Democracy: A Journal of Ideas Volume 21, 
(Summer 2011): http://www.democracyjournal.org/21/a-world-of-our-making-1.php?page=all. 

2. Frederic Labarre examined the mercantile aspects of Russia’s international relations in his 
2007 presentation for the Conference of Defense Associations Institute graduates titled Russian 
Neo-Mercantilism.  More recently, the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation 
published Robert Atkinson’s Enough is Enough: Confronting Chinese Innovation Mercantilism.  
Each paper discussed the mingling of government and capitalist economics as a returning means 
of isolating segments of the world and exerting influence in international relations.    

3. Randall Schweller and Xiaoyu Pu discussed this in their article, “After Unipolarity: China’s 
Visions of International Order in an Era of U.S.  Decline,” as did Dr.  Jian Yang, Senior 
Lecturer, Department of Political Studies, University of Auckland, in his 2008 speech to the 
Young Leaders Network Forum. 

4. Robert Atkinson, Enough is Enough: Confronting Chinese Innovation Mercantilism, 
(Washington, D.C.: Information Technology and Innovation Foundation, 2012), 7. 

5. Ali Wyne in “American Decline and the Liberal Order,” The National Interest, (December 
12, 2012): 1 and 2, http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/american-decline-the-liberal-order-
7836.  See also Tobias Bunde and Timo Noetzel in “Unavoidable Tensions: The Liberal Path to 
Global NATO,” Contemporary Security Policy, Vol.31, No.2 (August 2010), 295–312 and 
Patrick Stewart in “Irresponsible Stakeholders: The Difficulty of Integrating Rising Powers,” 
Foreign Affairs, November/December 2010. 

6. Ian Fletcher, “Six Reasons for U.S. to Abandon Free-Trade Myth,” Bloomberg, October 25, 
2010, http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-10-26/six-reasons-for-u-s-to-drop-free-trade-myth-
commentary-by-ian-fletcher.html (accessed January 28, 2013).  

7. All demographic data came from the United Nations Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs through its online database located at http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/country-
profiles/country-profiles_1.htm , accessed December 14, 2012.   

8. The United Nations forecasts that the world population will increase from approximately 7 
billion in 2010 to nearly 9 billion in 2035. 

9. US Energy Information Administration, Annual Energy Outlook with Projections to 2035, 
(Washington D.C.: US Department of Energy, 2012), 3. 

10. Marc Humphries, Rare Earth Elements: The Global Supply Chain, (Washington D.C.: 
Congressional Research Service, 2012), 2, 11-13. 

11. United States Geological Survey data shows significant concentrations of rare earth 
elements on the west coast of Africa as shown in this map available from 
http://tin.er.usgs.gov/catalog/cite-view.php?cite=845 accessed January 28, 2013. 

http://www.democracyjournal.org/21/a-world-of-our-making-1.php?page=all
http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/american-decline-the-liberal-order-7836
http://nationalinterest.org/commentary/american-decline-the-liberal-order-7836
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-10-26/six-reasons-for-u-s-to-drop-free-trade-myth-commentary-by-ian-fletcher.html
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-10-26/six-reasons-for-u-s-to-drop-free-trade-myth-commentary-by-ian-fletcher.html
http://tin.er.usgs.gov/catalog/cite-view.php?cite=845
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12. As depicted in these 2011 graphics from the United States Geographical Survey and 

PotashCorp, 46% of the world’s potash reserves are in Canada while China has just 2%. 
Simultaneously, China demands nearly six times its annual production. Graphics available at 
http://www.potashcorp.com/industry_overview/2011/nutrients/4/ and 
http://www.potashcorp.com/industry_overview/2011/nutrients/5/ accessed January 28, 2013. 

 

http://www.potashcorp.com/industry_overview/2011/nutrients/4/
http://www.potashcorp.com/industry_overview/2011/nutrients/5/
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13. The critical enabler of the advanced military capabilities of 2035 will be phenomenally 

capable low cost computers.  Linking these powerful computers will be a ubiquitous network 
that uses advanced switches to transmit terabytes of data per second. These combined 
technologies will allow nearly instantaneous processing and sharing of information. Ray 
Kurzweil’s book, The Singularity is Near, offers a compelling discussion of how computing 
speed and power has grown exponentially since the 1970s. Following what the computer 
industry refers to as Moore’s Law, the speed and power of computers doubles every 18 months 
to two years, while the cost of a computer decreases by 50% in the same period. The ability to 
miniaturize transistors and pack them increasingly densely on a silicon wafer is the mechanism 
of Moore’s Law. Current computers use 22 nanometer gaps, but the industry expects to release 
chips based on 14 nanometer gaps by 2014 and sub-10 nanometer gaps could be available before 
2020. Manufacturing challenges, however, plague the pursuit of decreasing gaps on silicon. The 
limitations of using silicon to produce computer chips may begin to slow the exponential rate, 
but other technologies are coming to the forefront as potential replacements. In 2012, Hongsik 
Park and his collaborators published an article in Nature Nanotechnology titled “High-density 
integration of carbon nanotubes via chemical self-assembly” discussing experiments with 
nanotubules that demonstrated the ability to precisely organize them on a substrate and to create 
the electromagnetic spectrum band gaps necessary for their effective use in electronics. This type 
of technology coupled with others in temperature control and multi-chip architecture could 
provide the background for continuing advances in computing speed and power. The 
continuation of Moore’s law through 2035 will result in 11 to 15 doublings in the power and 
speed of computers. Michio Kaku discusses processes and information sharing in, Physics of the 
Future: How Science will Shape Human Destiny and Our Daily Lives by the Year 2100 (New 
York, NY: Anchor Books, 2011), 43-46. Military parity has significant implication for defense 











http://www.bls.gov/data/inflation_calculator.htm


http://globaledge.msu.edu/countries/ecuador/economy
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=23
http://www.forbes.com/sites/lorenthompson/2012/12/03/what-happens-when-america-no-longer-needs-middle-east-oil/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/lorenthompson/2012/12/03/what-happens-when-america-no-longer-needs-middle-east-oil/
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57. Central Intelligence Agency World Fact Book, Venezuela, “Economy,” 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ve.html, accessed December 
14, 2012.  See also Central Intelligence Agency World Fact Book, Brazil, “Economy,” 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/br.html, accessed December 
14, 2012. 
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